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NEW YORKERS ARE BEING USED
IN TERRORIST TRIALS

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, our At-
torney General intends to bring self-
confessed terrorists to the most dense-
ly populated area in America. I know
we have friends from New York that
think this is a grand idea. They don’t
realize they’re being used. We even
have friends from New York who say,
Bring these terrorists to New York; we
want to try them so we can look them
in the eye and sentence them to death.

Well, coming from a judge, a former
judge, who has looked people in the eye
and sentenced them to death, I know
something about it. They’re being
used.

Once those terrorists set foot on New
York—probably not before—the change
of venue motion will be filed and peo-
ple’s comments like that—"‘we want to
try them, then put them to death”—
those will be used in support of the mo-
tion to change venue. They are not
likely to be tried there with or without
the terrorist activity and the threats
and all that will follow. It is a bad idea.
I hope cooler minds will prevail so they
get the punishment they deserve.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
DESERT RAT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday the United Nations had an up-
date on the government of the tiny ty-
rant in the desert of Iran. The U.N. nu-
clear watchdog agency, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, or the
IAEA, has released their new report on
Iran’s nuclear site. This facility, called
Fordo, is being built inside a mountain
near the religious city Qom. The TAEA
concluded the facility had no relevance
to any alleged civilian power program.

Western analysts say Fordo’s small
size will only allow enrichment of
small amounts of uranium enough to
make a nuclear bomb, but not enough
to fuel a nuclear power station. Are we
surprised with this finding.

The TAEA said in its report that Iran
was not able to convince them that
they weren’t hiding other nuclear sites.
Well, imagine that.
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The Government of Iran sponsors
acts of terrorism all over the world.
Now this thuggish government seeks to
threaten the world with nuclear holo-
caust. For 30 years, Iran has used ter-
rorism, assassination squads, and hos-
tages as their foreign policy.

And, Mr. Speaker, just look at the
way this government treats its own
people. The people of Iran live in fear
of their own government and their own
President. Iranian state television yes-
terday reported that five Iranian citi-
zens were sentenced to death for peace-
ably protesting the fraudulent Presi-
dential elections in June. That’s right.
They got the death penalty for exer-
cising the human right to peaceably as-
semble. And in this Third World coun-
try, the death penalty rules the day.

Further, Mr. Speaker, the world wit-
nessed earlier this year how the gov-
ernment even murdered its own people
in the streets who peacefully protested
the Presidential elections that were
rigged by Ahmadinejad.
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The cries of the murdered are from
the blood of the Iranian freedom patri-
ots who want freedom in their own
country. More than 100 prominent op-
position leaders in Iran are now being
tried for peacefully protesting. Brave
men and women of Iran who refuse to
be trampled by the tiny tyrant,
Ahmadinejad.

The United States should stand with
the people of Iran that oppose this ille-
gitimate reign of terror by their gov-
ernment and by their president. The
government of Iran is the threat to
world peace, especially peace in the
Middle East. The sanctions that have
been imposed by the U.N. and other Na-
tions on Iran have failed to get the at-
tention of the desert rat, Ahmadinejad.
He continues to build his nuclear weap-
ons. He continues to build interconti-
nental ballistic missiles so that he can
fire those nuclear weapons. He con-
tinues to finance terrorist groups like
Hezbollah and Hamas. He continues to
meddle in the lawful affairs of Iraq, in-
cluding supporting assaults and assas-
sinations against the Iranian people
that are in Camp Ashraf.

He sends aid and comfort to al Qaeda
and to the Taliban in Afghanistan that
war against American troops and
NATO troops. The key to world peace
and peace in Iran is a regime change
sponsored by the freedom-loving citi-
zens of Iran. Those noble citizens who
have now become the enemy of their
own government deserve our support
and our encouragement here in Amer-
ica.

Mr. Speaker, deep down in the soul of
every person who ever has been or ever
will be born is the spark for freedom.
The sons of liberty and the daughters
of democracy in Iran have in their
hearts that spark for liberty, and they
will not be quenched by the tiny tyrant
of Iran.

It is imperative that the United
States recognize the true threat to
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world peace, Ahmadinejad, and that we
as a Nation and that we as a people
stand shoulder to shoulder with the
good folks of Iran, the citizens of Iran
that want a change in their govern-
ment.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

FLORIDA’S FISHERMEN NEED OUR
HELP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
have been to the floor of this Chamber
on several occasions to discuss the tre-
mendous economic hardships being
shouldered by the residents of my con-
gressional district of south Florida.
This evening I would like to highlight
the men and women of Florida’s com-
mercial and recreational fishing indus-
tries, and their efforts to weather this
economic storm.

Mr. Speaker, Florida’s recreational
fishing industry is the largest in the
Nation. Its economic impact to our
State is to the tune of $5.3 billion, and
more than 5,400 jobs are generated by
this industry. Similarly, Florida’s com-
mercial fishing industry is nearly 13,000
strong and contributes a staggering
$1.2 billion to our economy.

The strength of Florida’s fishing in-
dustries is due largely to the diversity
and the abundance of species within
the Gulf of Mexico and the South At-
lantic area. There are grouper and
snapper, wahoo and yellowfin tuna, not
to mention Keys lobster and stone
crab. Thanks to this diversity, Flor-
ida’s fishing industry is particularly
resilient in the face of increased zoning
regulations, bag limits, and even fish-
ery closures. Our fishermen understand
that maintaining a robust, healthy
fishery through appropriate regulation
is the key to their economic success.

However, present Federal action to
implement multiple fishing regulations
will have a chilling effect on this his-
toric and important industry. In par-
ticular, Mr. Speaker, the South Atlan-
tic Fishery Management Council is
considering regulations which include
but are not limited to: a complete ban
on deepwater grouper fishing; annual
catch limits on black grouper and red
grouper; and catch limits on red snap-
per fishing.
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The comprehensive nature of these
prohibitions will leave our fishermen
with little or no alternative for their
economic livelihood. These prohibi-
tions, compounded by a reduction in
tourism throughout south Florida, and
that includes the Florida Keys, will
force generations of Florida fishermen
to walk away from their boats in
search of other types of employment.
This is unacceptable.

That is why I have called on Sec-
retary of Commerce Gary Locke to re-
consider these ill-timed proposals. Ad-
ditionally, I have asked Secretary
Locke to refrain from implementing
any emergency rules which impose
short-term restrictions on Florida’s
fisheries. These emergency rulings
completely circumvent the public com-
ment process, which is an essential ele-
ment to any fishery management plan.
Sound science is also a critical compo-
nent to sound management.

My congressional colleagues and I
have called on the House Natural Re-
sources Committee to conduct a hear-
ing on the legislation introduced by
Congressman JOHN MIcA and Congress-
man HENRY BROWN which would require
the Department of Commerce to con-
duct a non-biased, science-based study
on the health of the red snapper popu-
lation in the South Atlantic.

My colleagues from Florida under-
stand that scientific data collection
processes need to be improved, and eco-
nomic impacts must be taken into ac-
count when considering a fishery clo-
sure. I have also asked the Department
of Commerce to provide economic as-
sistance to those fishermen and busi-
nesses that cannot survive the restric-
tions that are being implemented.

For Keys recreational angler Andy
Griffith, the upcoming 4-month group-
er closure has resulted in a 90 percent
loss of business for the 2010 fishing sea-
son. His season for 2010 will only be 2
months long. For the rest of the year
his boats will sit by the dock racking
up insurance costs. Fishermen like
Andy need economic relief. They need
our help.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act, last
amended by Congress in the year 2007,
directs how the Federal Government
will manage saltwater fisheries. But
the lack of flexibility provided to local
managers in this law is of serious con-
cern to many of us. That is why I sup-
port legislation which would amend the
Magnuson-Stevens Act to provide flexi-
bility to State regulators and regional
fishery management councils in their
work to rebuild healthy fisheries.

Mr. Speaker, the livelihood of Flor-
ida’s fishing industry demands that we
act.

———————

HOUSING CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, unem-
ployment and foreclosures are on the
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rise. In my hometown of Toledo, Ohio,
unemployment is officially at 11.1 per-
cent, but that is just those who are
looking for jobs. The real number is
much higher as so many people have
dropped out or are working part time
and they really want full-time jobs.
Many, many more people are discour-
aged and are no longer trying to find
jobs. Kids are moving in with their par-
ents. These are people, many of whom
are losing their homes. The housing
crisis continues.

Before the financial crisis unfolded,
our housing crisis was unfolding. In
fact, it triggered the financial crisis.
Congress acted, passing the Housing
and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 at
the end of July last year. I didn’t vote
for it because I knew it would not
work. And you know what, it hasn’t
worked.

The HOPE for Homeowners program
has failed so miserably that HUD had
to change the program, and Congress
since has had to pass fixes to try to get
more participation into it. It hasn’t
worked. As of mid-July this year, the
program that the Congressional Budget
Office estimated would help up to
400,000 people rework their mortgages
has closed 50. Fifty mortgages. That’s
five-zero, from a program that was sup-
posed to help 400,000 people. Fifty
homeowners have been helped?

The administration announced the
Making Homes Affordable Program in
February, released rules and regula-
tions in March, and they told us that
the program would help 3 million to 4
million homeowners. As of September
30, Treasury reported that 768,000 modi-
fication offers, listen to the words, my
friends, had been extended with 487,000
trial modifications begun. Hmm. I will
be interested to hear when the first
modification moved from a trial to a
real modification that actually kept
somebody, a real person or family, in
their homes.

There is no peace for the family
while they are in this trial period.
They still have to have a backup plan
in case something falls through. They
are still stressed beyond what you and
I can imagine.

The servicers get to sit back and
wait, keep making their money. Either
way, they make plenty, either from the
homeowner or from the government.
They have got it at both ends. This
program probably won’t even help a
handful of homeowners.

So we have just 487,000 homeowners
with these trial modifications out of
the millions of people who are losing
their homes. Now that’s not 4 million
people, like the program said it would
take care of. And again, it is just trial
modifications. Trial, not real. They get
3 months to show they can handle the
modification payments. What happens
if they lose their job? If they have al-
ready lost their job, unemployment in-
come does not count as income for
modification. Can you believe that? We
can still tax it, but it does not count to
banksters and servicers when they are
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looking to rack up fees, kick people
out, sell the homes for a fraction of
what they are worth and maybe pull a
profit; and if not, they move that prop-
erty and destroy the stability of the
family that once resided in the home.

I still hear that servicers and banks
are hard to work with on modifica-
tions. Boy, is that an understatement.

I heard that the Making Homes Af-
fordable Program isn’t working. Well,
it isn’t. The solutions are not working
because the system does not work. The
housing crisis will continue as long as
the job situation is so poor. It takes
employment to make house payments.
It takes workouts to keep people in
their homes, even with lease-to-own
programs over a 40-year mortgage.

That is why I am joining my col-
league, BOoBBY RUSH, in forming the
Jobs Now Caucus. Please join us in
taking a stand for putting our commu-
nities, our families, our Nation back to
work and keeping them in their homes.
This new caucus will advocate for pol-
icy initiatives that stimulate and
maintain a strong economy that is
based on sustainable development that
will lead to one common goal across
the political spectrum: Creating jobs
again in America.

The American people want to work.
Employment brings stability, and the
ability to stay in your home or buy a
home and build your community
makes this Nation truly strong. Please
join Congressman BOBBY RUSH, myself,
and Congresswoman CANDICE MILLER in
our bipartisan Jobs Now Caucus.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GRAYSON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ABOLITION OF THE ESTATE TAX

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask Congress and the adminis-
tration to permanently eliminate a pu-
nitive tax that has plagued family
farms and businesses for over 100 years.
The estate tax only serves as a double
taxation to those who have worked
tirelessly to build their estates for
themselves and their family. These en-
trepreneurs are not only working for
themselves; they are working for their
children and their grandchildren, and
future generations of Americans.

Building a small business from the
ground up is the very fabric of the
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